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OCTOBER 2017 • £11.99 • 265 x 235 mm  •  

32pp • HARDBACK • 3+

5 4 3 2 1 BLAST OFF!
There's a tiny little rocket that will take you to  
the stars,
it only flies there once a year, but zips you out 
past Mars . . .

Jump in for a journey that is out of this world!

• A new and fabulous child-friendly style 
from acclaimed illustrator, Richard 
Collingridge, teamed with a wonderful 
rhyming text from our very own David 
Fickling!

• Features epic space scenes and a giant 
double gatefold surprise

• A book that puts YOU right in the 
rocket's cockpit!

• Blast off on a trip that is out of this 
world!

TINY LITTLE ROCKET 
 Written by David Fickling and  

illustrated by Richard Collingridge

US rights : DFB
Translation rights : DFB

Praise for Richard Collingridge:

‘With posture, texture and sumptuous, 
glowing colours, Collingridge maintains 
a delicate balance between high drama, 
and comfort, risk and safety.’ Kirkus 

Hello from DFB!

Launching in 2017 is All About Mia, the eagerly awaited second novel from No. 1 
bestselling YA phenomenon Lisa Williamson. Mia is mouthy, brash and, quite  
simply, trouble.  You’re going to love her . . . 
 
Also during the first part of 2017 comes a classic in the making, Wed Wabbit by 
Lissa Evans,  the author of the internationally acclaimed Small Change for Stuart.  
It’s a wildly inventive and dazzlingly funny adventure for middle grade readers. 
Lissa Evans once again shows her incredible talent for writing for this age group, 
both boys and girls are going to laugh out loud along with their parents. 

As usual, DFB is publishing a few very special picture books.  Firstly Tiny Little 
Rocket, a story written by David Fickling himself, which puts you right in the 
cockpit of a spectacular adventure.  Also coming in 2017 is The Foolish King, a 
magical fairy tale about the secret history of chess, dreamed up by Mark Price 
and brought to life by Horrible Histories illustrator, Martin Brown. 

And what's more, we have the first books in the start of two new series’ from 
the geniuses that are Dave Shelton and Adam Stower.  Funny and original  
middle grade that promises to have a long life and provide hours of torchlight- 
under-the-duvet enjoyment.

Finally, in June, comes a hugely exciting project from the master of storytelling, 
Philip Pullman. The Adventures of John Blake is a rip-roaring adventure on the high 
seas and just the book to see DFB steadily racing through our strongest and 
most exciting year of publishing yet. 

If you'd like to find out more about any of our titles here, we'd love you to get 
in touch. Looking forward to hearing from you.

Bronwen Bennie
Rights & International Sales Director 
Email:  bron@davidficklingbooks.com
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APRIL 2017 • £8.99 • 260 x 225 mm •  

56pp plus ends • PAPERBACK

DFB is delighted to present a brand 
new non-fiction picture book
from Martin Brown, illustrator of
the mega-selling Horrible Histories.
A fantastic, funny non-fiction series
for readers of 7 upwards, which 
puts the spotlight on lesser-known 
creatures.

Bison are banned and tigers are taboo!
Say goodbye to the gnu, cheerio to the
cheetah and poo poo to the panda.   

SEPTEMBER 2016 • £10.99 •  

278 x 135 mm • 64pp • HARDBACK • 6+

A magical fairy-tale about the secret history 
of chess, dreamed up by by Mark Price and 
brought gloriously to life by Martin Brown, 
illustrator of the mega-selling Horrible 
Histories.

The world of Lesser Spotted Animals starts
HERE! Forget dry, dusty old tomes and 
forget those pesky A-listers of the natural 
world – it’s time they shared the limelight. 
Discover all sorts of things you
never knew you  
needed to know in 
Martin Brown’s first  
fabulous foray into writing.

LESSER SPOTTED ANIMALS 
 Martin Brown

THE FOOLISH KING   
THE SECRET HISTORY OF CHESS 

 Written by Mark Price and illustrated by Martin Brown

Chapter 10
WORMS AND SLUGS

Holly, Pip, Woogle and the friendly ant went to the next practice 
board. The sign by the board read “Diagonally is Best!”

“I hope they don’t get eaten,” 
whispered Holly to Pip. 

“They can only move 
diagonally,” said Pip. “I  
don’t fancy their chances.”

“But don’t you see?” said 
Woogle, getting excited. 
“The moves are also teaching 
them how to be good 
gardeners. Each insect has 
its own special moves and 
working together helps  
them garden.”

“You’re right,” said their  
guide, “we can only move  
in certain ways!”

“That must be why 
everything grows so well 
here,” said Holly.

Two worms squirmed on the back row, three squares in from each side. 
One was on a dark square and one on a white square. They looked very 
nervous. Scattered around the board were bars in the ground in the place of 
white and dark squares. Every now and again a bird’s beak popped through 
the bars, followed by a squawk. 

“Now, worms,” said a large green grass snake. “You must move diagonally, 
forward or backwards to get to the lovely dung on the other side of the 
board. Now, make sure you don’t go over the crow pits – those birds  
are hungry today!”

The worms gulped and very carefully started to move diagonally forward 
and back, avoiding the bird traps, to reach the other side. 

Remember, these pieces move 

diagonally backward and 

forward for as many squares as 

they like. Help the worms find 

a way across the board. When 

you reach a dead end, you can 

change direction, but be sure  

to avoid the bird traps!

Holly’s tip (as told by her guide): 
worms and slugs are best held 
back until after your grasshoppers 
and crickets have moved.

50 51

Remember, the queen can move in any direction in a straight 

line for as many squares as she pleases, including diagonally. 

The king can move in any direction, but only one square at 

a time! Help them find a way across the board. The queen 

can pick up diamonds and the king can collect the swords. 

Make sure they don’t fall into the pools of mud!

Holly’s tip (as told by her guide): don’t get the 

king and queen into play too early as you might 

accidentally put them in danger. Get other 

pieces into the game first to ensure the king 

and queen’s safety. The king’s safety is critical.

Holly and Pip watched them move around the board in all 
directions until eventually they reached the other side. 

“Can you tell us why they said ‘check’ and ‘checkmate’ in the 
game?” Holly asked their guide. 

The ant nodded and explained, “Check is what you must 
say if your opponent’s king is in danger of being taken. 
Checkmate is what you say if the king is unable to move out 
of danger and therefore you can take him and end the game.”

6160

SOUTHERN RIGHT WHALE DOLPHIN
Striking cetacean of the southern seas

BIG:
killer 
whale

SMALL: 
freshwater  
tucuxi 

DARK: 
Burmeister’s 
porpoise

PALE: 
Amazon  
river dolphin

POINTY: 
spinner  
dolphin

STUMPY:  
snubfin 
dolphin 

FAMILIAR:
bottle-nosed 
dolphin

RARE: 
Maui’s  
dolphin

3938

SIZE: as long as two average  
twelve-year-olds end-to-end

WHAT THEY EAT: fish and squid

WHERE THEY LIVE: in the deep ocean  
around the bottom bit of the world

STATUS: not enough is known about how many there 
are or if their numbers are going up or down so they 
are classed as data deficient 

AND: sometimes they hang out with dusky dolphins  
and pilot whales

THERE ARE ALL KINDS OF DOLPHINS IN THE WORLD’S RIVERS AND SEAS –  
dolphins for every occasion. There are big ones and small ones, dark ones and pale 

ones. Some that are pointy and some that are stumpy. There are the familiar  
ones that do tricks for the tourists – flippering and splashing and  
leaping about in pools – and the rare ones that hardly  
anyone has ever seen.

But surely the most striking, wondrous and oh-my-goodness-look-at-that, has to be  
the southern right whale dolphin. It lives in the cool, deep waters of the southern 
Indian, Atlantic and Pacific oceans – rarely going anywhere near land – swimming 
about in great schools of up to a thousand. It is, perhaps, a little strange-looking 
without a dorsal fin, but what it lacks in fins it makes up for in stunning,  
streamlined, elegant, smoothness. 

THREE MONKEYS
A bright band of primates

IN THE PRIMATE WORLD HAVING A HUE IS WHAT GETS YOU NOTICED.  
Yellow face, red fur, blue bum – monkeys can be a vivid bunch. And with 200  

or so species, there are plenty of cool colour combinations to choose from,  
here are just a fab few.

RED-FACED SPIDER MONKEY: Female red-faced spider monkeys are great mums. 
They look after their little ones for up to five years – much longer than most monkeys. 
They have fewer babies too. Instead of having one every year or so, they give birth 
only once every three or four years. This might make for a happy home but it has one 
terrible drawback – there are not a lot of red-faced spider monkeys.

GREY-SHANKED DOUC LANGUR: This gorgeous creature is on the edge of extinction 
and it only became known as a separate species in 1997! There may be as few as 500 left 
in the wild, yet it is still being killed for traditional medicines and trapped for the illegal pet 
trade, while its home is being destroyed by logging. Gorgeous and nearly gone forever.

WHERE THEY LIVE: high in the rainforest canopy  
in north-eastern South America

STATUS: vulnerable due to habitat loss, hunting  
and slow birth rates

AND: their branch-gripping 
tail can hold their entire body 
weight. Look mum, no hands 
– or feet!

GOLDEN SNUB-NOSED MONKEY: A freezing snow-covered hillside in central China 
wouldn’t be most people’s idea of a good place to look for monkeys, but this is the 
home of the golden snub-nosed monkey. Other than us humans, no other primate can 
withstand a colder climate – but this is not why they have a blue face!

WHERE THEY LIVE: isolated rainforest treetops of 
Vietnam’s central highlands

STATUS: critically endangered

AND: unlike most wild animals 
which scarper when they’re 
scared, the douc tries to hide 
by staying still, which doesn’t 
help its status at all!

WHERE THEY LIVE: high mountainous forests of 
central China

STATUS: endangered owing to habitat loss, hunting 
and tourism

AND: they have a wide range 
of calls – often made without 
moving their face – like a 
ventriloquist!

40

•  Join Holly and Pip on a wonderful 
adventure and become a chess master! 

• Features clear instructions and tips on 
how to improve your technique as well 
as fun puzzles and games

US rights : DFB
Translation rights : DFB

US rights : SOLD
Translation rights with DFB:  
Chinese simplified and German rights sold

  

• Martin Brown's illustration style is 
hugely commercial. Horrible Histories 
have sold 12 million in the UK, over 
20 million globally and are published 
in over 30 countries in 37 different 
languages

• Chess is a global game played by an 
estimated 500 million in 167 countries

• The Foolish King includes easy-to-
understand rules of chess, interactive 
puzzles and tips on how to improve 
your game 

• Interactive iPad app launch to coincide  
with publication 
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JUNE 2017 • £13.99 • 236 x 182 mm • 

160pp • HARDBACK 

An adventure on the high seas 
written by Philip Pullman, one of the 
greatest storytellers of our time, and 
introducing a new talent to the world, 
debut artist Fred Fordham.

Far out at sea, and lost in the mists of time, 
sails the Mary Alice and her crew – searching 
for a way home. But the mysterious ship 
is being hunted by a villain who will go to 
ANY lengths to track them down . . .  
Join John Blake and the crew on an 
unforgettable time-travelling adventure.

A gripping, fast-paced, full-colour graphic 
novel written by Philip Pullman, whose 
His Dark Materials has been published in 
more than forty languages, selling close to 
17.5 million copies wordwide, and has won 
countless awards.

PHILIP PULLMAN'S  
THE ADVENTURES OF JOHN BLAKE 

Illustrated by Fred Fordham

Philip Pullman is the author of the 
multi-award winning fantasy trilogy 
His Dark Materials. He has won 
numerous awards for his children’s 
books, including the Carnegie Medal, 
the Guardian Children's Book Award, 
the Smarties Prize, the Astrid Lindgren 

US rights : Sold
Translation rights with DFB : SOLD to  
Germany, Denmark and to the Faroe Islands 

 

Memorial Award, the Whitbread 
Book of the Year Award. In 
2008, The Times named Pullman 
as one of the 50 greatest writers 
since 1945. 

Philip Pullman lives in Oxford 
with his wife, and has two sons. 

Fred Fordham was born in 
1985 and grew up in North 
London. His first graphic novel, 
Nightfall, was published by 
Editions Delcourt in 2013. He 
has also written and illustrated 
for David Lloyd's online comics 
art magazine, Aces Weekly, and 
works as an illustrator for The 
Phoenix comic.
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AUGUST 2016 • £8.99 • 250 x 176 mm •  

80pp • PAPERBACK

The most amazing mythical tales from 
all over the world, beautifully adapted 
and illustrated by Adam Murphy!

All over the world, people have always 
loved stories. Stories that can teach us 
things, make us laugh, or make us cry.  They 
become part of who we are and how we 
see the world. But some of those stories 
can become lost over time . . . From Adam 
Murphy, author of the highly acclaimed 
Corpse Talk, comes a collection of the most 
astonishing myths and legends that you’ve 
never heard of before . . .

Praise for Corpse Talk: 

‘ Corpse Talk is funny, it’s entertaining, it’s 
educational and information packed. 
What more could you possibly want?’ 
Forbidden Planet

LOST TALES 
Adam Murphy

MARCH 2017 • £9.99 • 228 x 140 mm •  

128pp • PAPERBACK

The ultimate history lesson as Adam 
Murphy digs up and interviews some of the 
most incredible and dead brilliant women 
from history,  and finds out about their 
extraordinary lives.  We learn all about people 
like Anne Frank, Frida Kahlo and Cleopatra 
without even realizing we’re learning!

The first awesome thematic Corpse Talk 
book – getting the stories straight from 
the corpses’ mouths! Reading Corpse Talk: 
Dead Wonderful Women is like having history 
injected into your brain! It guarantees 
laughs, surprises, and a whole host of the 
most astonishing achievements you’ll ever 

discover. Don’t miss out on the biggest thing 
to hit history since Horrible Histories!

Praise for Corpse Talk: 

‘ ★★★★★ Funny and informative . . . 
there’s a lot of humour here, there’s 
plenty of information and context, 
too – both of which are key first 
steps towards a child’s historical 
understanding . . . It has the  
makings of a huge success for  
children, and for parents, too’  
Telegraph

CORPSE TALK:  
        DEAD WONDERFUL WOMEN  

 Adam Murphy

US rights : DFB
Translation rights : DFB

US rights : DFB
Translation rights : DFB
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AUGUST 2017 • £14.99 • 210 x 148.5 mm • 

576pp • HARDBACK 

A darkly gripping tale of two girls 
separated by thirty years, but pulled 
together by a place. As she unpacks in 
her new bedroom, Ella is drawn to the 
big old house that she can see out of 
her window. Surrounded by overgrown 
gardens, wire fences and ‘Keep Out’ 
signs, it looks derelict. But that night, 
a light goes on in one of the windows, 
and the next day she sees a girl in the 
grounds. Ella is hooked. The house has 
a story to tell. She is sure of it.

Enter Thornhill, Institute for Children, 
and discover the dark secrets that lie 
within. But once inside, will you ever 
leave?

Forget what you think a novel should be and 
what it should look like.  Thornhill is a story in 
two strands, one in pictures and one in words 
– working together as a whole.

Pam Smy’s debut novel is a masterpiece.

THORNHILL  
Pam Smy

US rights : Sold
Translation rights : DFB

With the publication of The Ransom 
of Dond by Siobhan Dowd, Pam 
Smy announced her artistic talent 
to the world.  With Thornhill, she 
cements her place as one of 
the best and brightest talents in 
children’s writing and illustration. The 
Ransom of Dond was short-listed for 
the Scelte di Class and long-listed 
for the Kate Greenaway Medal.

Pam Smy studied illustration at 
Anglia Ruskin University, going on 
to complete the MA in Children's 
Book Illustration in 2004. She combines her 
role as a senior lecturer in illustration with 
illustrating fiction. Pam lives in Cambridge.

88 89
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JULY 2017 • £10.99 • 178x126 mm •

HARDBACK

Hilarious crime-solving capers at a crazy 
boarding school with brilliantly integrated, 
hilarious illustrations in the style of Ronald 
Searle. St Trinian’s meets Sherlock Holmes! 

Daphne is off to St Rita’s, an exclusive 
girls’ boarding school. It sounds awfully 
respectable and Daphne herself is awfully 
respectable too. But it turns out nothing  
is quite what you’d expect at St Rita’s.  

But there is a librarian’s assistant, Emily Lime.  
And she’s really a crime-solving genius, 
who’s looking for a new assistant of her 
own. And booksmart Daphne is just the girl 
for the job. Mystery and intrigue are about 

to strike St Rita’s, and Emily Lime is going to 
need all the help she can get…

Praise for Dave Shelton and his A Boy,  
A Bear and a Boat :

'Rich in atmosphere and gently humorous, 
this is a delightful small-scale but epic 
adventure . . . A book to savour'  
Julia Eccleshare

'Very special' Guardian

THE BOOK CASE: AN EMILY LIME MYSTERY  
Dave Shelton

‘One of the most 
original children’s 
books I’ve ever 

read.’ 

Philip Reeve on 
A Boy and a Bear 

in a Boat

US rights : DFB
Translation rights : DFB

MAY 2017 • £10.99 • 178x126 mm •

144pp • HARDBACK

If Peter Pan had been a girl. . . with a 
beard… then he'd probably have been 
called King Coo. Laugh-out-loud funny for 
boys and girls with brilliantly integrated 
illustrations by the author!

Meet the very ordinary Pole family, and 
young Ben Pole – or Bean-Pole as he’s 
cruelly nicknamed by Monty, the school 
bully. 

At the end of term Monty gives chase and 
Ben only just manages to escape by falling 
down a hole, where he discovers a hidden 
forest.  A hidden forest ruled by King Coo 
– a tree-swinging, wombat-owning, trap-
building, FULLY BEARDED GIRL! 

Prepare yourself for forest adventures, 
tree-top swings, waterslides, catapults and 
Wombatifier 2000s. Life  
certainly isn't dull with King  
Coo around.

KING COO Adam Stower

US rights : DFB
Translation rights : DFB
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JANUARY 2017 • £10.99 • 208 x 135 mm • 

256pp • HARDBACK

From the author of internationally 
bestselling Small Change for Stuart, 
comes this wildly inventive, laugh-out- 
loud funny and sometimes really quite 
scary story for middle grade readers 
and beyond. 

You’re called Fidge and you’re nearly 
eleven.  You’ve been hurled into a strange 
world.  You have three companions: two 
are unbelievably weird and the third is your 
awful cousin Graham.  You have to solve 
a series of nearly impossible clues before 
you have any chance of getting back home 

again.  You have to deal with a cruel dictator 
and 3,000 bizarre creatures called Wimbley 
Woos.  And the whole situation – the 
whole, entire thing – is your fault.

It’s a fast-paced, tautly plotted adventure 
that is quirkily original and engaging, but also 
packs an emotional punch. A classic in the 
making.   

Lissa Evan's work has been shortlisted for 
the Carnegie Medal, the Branford Boase and 
the Costa Book Award, and also long-listed 
for the Guardian Children's Book Award.

WED WABBIT Lissa Evans

FEBRUARY 2017 • £10.99 • 208 x 135 mm •  

HARDBACK

Mia Campbell-Richardson (16) is ballsy, 
gorgeous and kind of a disaster. Unlike  
her brilliant sisters, academic Grace (19)  
and champion swimmer Audrey (13), 
middle child Mia has no idea what she 
wants to do with her life, and is convinced  
of her status as the family black sheep. 

Struggling at school and unable to deal with 
her parents’ easy acceptance of perfect 
sister Grace’s fall from grace – Mia’s life 
begins to self-destruct. 

Praise for The Art of Being Normal:
 
‘ A life-changing and life-saving book’ 
Philip Pullman

‘ Impressive and affecting’ Guardian
 
‘ Passionate and gripping . . . a powerful 
tale of a transgender teenager’s struggle 
with identity ★★★★★’ Telegraph

ALL ABOUT MIA  Lisa Williamson

From the 
bestselling YA 

author of The Art 
of Being Normal 
– winner of the 
Waterstones 
Best Older 

Fiction Children’s 
Book Prize 2016 
and shortlisted 
for the Branford 

Boase Award 
2016 and YA Book 

Prize 2016.

US rights : DFB
Translation rights : DFB

US rights : Sold
Translation rights : Felicity Bryan Literary Agency

Praise for Small 
Change for Stuart:

'Small Stuart 
embarks on an 

awfully big adventure 
in this quirky puzzle-

solving novel . . . 
a hugely satisfying 

conclusion' Guardian

'A magical adventure, 
funny, fast-paced 

and full of intriguing 
puzzles' 

The Sunday Times
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MAY 2017 • £7.99 • B FORMAT • 

288pp • PAPERBACK

Brilliant new writer Liz Flanagan makes her 
debut with this thought-provoking story 
about friendship, loss and finding yourself in 
the midst of tragedy. 

Shy, gothy Jess and stunning, popular Eden 
are best friends. They’ve supported each 
other through some of the hardest things 
you can go through – death, bullying, love, 
heartbreak. They know everything about 
each other. 

But then Eden goes missing and Jess knows  
she has to find her, and fast, because the  
longer someone is missing, the more likely 

it is that they won’t be found. So Jess starts 
exploring her memories, things Eden said  
and did in the last few months, and she starts 
to realise that maybe they don’t know each 
other as well as she thought. 

‘ A powerful exploration of the extra- 
ordinary power of friendship, both truthful 
and intense. It’s that rare and wonderful 
thing: a thriller of the heart, written from 
the heart, that hits home straight to the 
heart’ Melvin Burgess, Carnegie Medal 
winning author of Junk 

EDEN SUMMER Liz Flanagan

JUNE 2017 • £7.99 • B FORMAT •  

336pp • PAPERBACK

You have three minutes to save your  
life . . . 

This spellbinding new and brilliantly original 
piece of YA fiction has fantastic commercial 
and mass-market appeal. Every teenager in 
Ireland is training to survive The Call. Not all 
of them will make it. This is their story. 

Nessa, Megan and Anto attend a training 
school for teenagers that hopes to give 
them at least some chance of success 
in their fight against an unforgiving and 
brutal enemy. And Nessa is determined to 

overcome both her physical difficulties and her 
feelings for Anto in order to survive. But her 
enemies not only live in the Grey Land; there 
are enemies at home who will go to  
any lengths to see her, and the nation, fail. 

Praise for The Call: 

'A brilliantly compelling adventure . . . 
Don’t miss it.' One to Watch –  
Bookseller previews

THE CALL Peadar O
,
Guilin

US rights : Sold
Translation rights with DFB : Spanish,   
Brazilian and Polish rights sold

'A truly gripping 
plot is combined 
with beautiful, 
emotionally  
rich writing.'   

 The Bookseller 

'A breathless read'  
Guardian

US rights : Sold
Translation rights with DFB :  
Italian and German rights sold

'Intense, riveting 
. . . Blisteringly 

fast-paced.'  
starred review 
from Publishers 

Weekly (US)
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SEPTEMBER 2016 • £12.99 • 178x126 mm • 

224pp • HARDBACK

A brand new and terrifyingly good book 
from Jeremy de Quidt, the master of 
hauntingly scary stories.
 
Imagine you’ve just managed to catch your 
train and you realise it’s the wrong one – 
you’d be annoyed, of course, but not scared 
. . . Yet.
 
Imagine you get off the wrong train at the 
next station hoping to catch a train going 
back the way you came but the station is 
empty.  Again you’d be annoyed, but not 
scared . . . Yet.

Imagine someone comes to the station, 
someone who starts to tell you stories to help 
you pass the time, but these aren’t any old 
stories. These are sinister stories. Stories that will 
give you chills . . . Scared yet?  You will be . . . 

Praise for other books by Jeremy de Quidt:

‘ Pacy, exciting and inventive.’ Guardian on 
Toymaker

‘ A thrilling, dark and exciting tale of gothic 
proportions.’ The Bookseller  
on The Feathered Man

THE WRONG TRAIN Jeremy de Quidt

SEPTEMBER 2015 • £6.99 • B FORMAT •  

256pp • PAPERBACK

Jack stands in the dark on the landing of 
the sinister old house. He peers through 
a crack in the door… Thirteen chairs,  
one empty.

Twelve mysterious storytellers, waiting 
to begin.  Will he dare to listen to their 
stories? A spine-chilling and wonderfully 
illustrated book from the 
winner of  The Branford 
Boase Award 2013 (A 
Boy and a Bear in a Boat).

‘Deliciously chilling . . . guaranteed to 
keep you up late’ Fiona Noble,  
The Bookseller

‘Every time I had to put it down I 
found myself thinking about it and 
itching to know what happened next’ 
Michelle Harrison, author of  
The Thirteen Treasures

THIRTEEN CHAIRS Dave Shelton

Translation rights : DFB  
US, German and Brazilian rights sold

US rights : Sold
Translation rights : Andrew Nurnberg Associates

‘Thirteen Chairs . . . 
13 eerie ghost 

stories . . . 13 chills 
I’ll never forget.’  

R.L. Stine

'Immersive, chilling, 
cleverly written and 
really enjoyable to 
read' Mr Ripley’s 
Enchanted Books

'I cannot recommend 
The Wrong Train 
highly enough. I 

loved every minute 
of it 5★'  EBookwyrm
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MAY 2017 • £7.99 • B FORMAT •  

398pp • PAPERBACK 

Sequel to the Costa Award-shortlisted 
Running Girl. Hot new crime for a 12+ 
audience, clever and sassy. Like Sherlock 
– but lazier.

Meet Garvie Smith: reprobate, genius, waster 
and sometime detective. Right in  
the middle of revision hell – until now.

A boy from Marsh Academy has been shot, 
with no clear motive and no clues. Disgraced 
DI Singh is on the case, and he’s determined 
to keep Garvie away.

But Garvie knows he’s the only one who 
has any idea where to look for the answers. 
Starting with his best friend’s girlfriend. And 
it’s going to take more than pointless revision 
or flunking his exams to stop him getting 
involved. Exams. What exams?

Praise for Running Girl:

‘ Sassily written, it is driven irresistibly 
forward by a twisty mystery’  
Sunday Times

‘It’s got BBC TV adaptation written all 
over it’ The Times

KID GOT SHOT 
Simon Mason

‘There’s never been a school-age sleuth quite 
like the excellent Garvie Smith’ Guardian

US rights : DFB
Translation rights : DFB 
German rights sold in Running Girl

JAMPIRES
Sarah McIntyre and  
David O’Connell
(HB) £10.99 (PB) £6.99
An anarchic celebration of jam, 
doughnuts, adventure and friendship! 
US and Korean rights sold

VIKINGS IN THE SUPERMARKET
Nick Sharratt
(HB) £10.99 (PB) £7.99
Nick’s first collection of poems – in 
bite-sized portions. Fantastic fun!

LIONHEART
Richard Collingridge
(HB) £11.99 
Enter the Jungle in roaring  
wide-screen – a feature film in a 
picture book. US, Korean and  
Chinese simplified rights sold.

PICTURE BOOK 
STOCK LIST

SUPERBOT AND THE TERRIBLE 
TOY DESTROYER
Nick Ward
(PB) £7.99 

SUPERBOT: TOAD AND THE 
GOO EXTRACTOR
Nick Ward
(PB) £7.99
Terrible Toad is making mischief 
with his naughty new invention! 

SOME BIRDS
Matt Spink
A beautiful and funny celebration of 
birds and freedom. US rights sold. 

A super robot whose gadgets foil 
the baddies every time!
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THE PHOENIX PRESENTS

VON DOOGAN AND THE CURSE 
OF THE GOLDEN MONKEY
BOOK 1
Lorenzo Etherington
(PB) £6.99
Warning! Contains an awesome 
story and fiendish puzzles!

 VON DOOGAN AND THE 
GREAT AIR RACE
BOOK 2
Lorenzo Etherington
(PB) £7.99
With 37 cunning puzzles this book 
will give hours of puzzling fun! 

GARY’S GARDEN
BOOK 1
Gary Northfield
(PB) £6.99 
Meet the residents of Gary’s 
Garden, lunatic critters, nest sitters 
and rustlers of litter.

BUNNY VS MONKEY
BOOK 1
Jamie Smart
(PB) £8.99
Beautiful punchy artwork that 
children love, and a hilarious new 
take on team goody vs team baddy. 
It’s Bunny vs Monkey!

BUNNY VS MONKEY
BOOK 2
Jamie Smart
(PB) £8.99
With a cast of fantastic characters, 
more inventions than you can 
shake a monkey wrench at, and 
more laughter than ever before

BUNNY VS MONKEY
BOOK 3
Jamie Smart
(PB) £7.99 
Another wonderfully entertaining 
foray into the woods – with a new 
threat…hew-mans!

THE DFB STOCKLIST

LONG GONE DON
BOOK 1
The Etherington Brothers
(PB) £6.99 
Exquisite artwork and vibrant 
storytelling in this exciting and 
laugh-out-loud adventure! 

HOW TO MAKE  
AWESOME COMICS
Neill Cameron
(PB) £7.99
Learn how to draw and use all 
the best comic techniques from a 
master comic artist and storyteller.

CORPSE TALK
SEASON 2
Adam Murphy
(PB) £8.99 
The DEAD FAMOUS spill the 
beans on some of the most 
INCREDIBLE stories from our 
world's history!

CORPSE TALK
SEASON 1
Adam Murphy
(PB) £8.99 
The ultimate in history for children 
– accessible and funny, this is like 
having history injected straight into 
your brain!

THE PHOENIX PRESENTS

THE DFB STOCKLIST

STAR CAT
BOOK 1
James Turner
(PB) £7.99
The hilariously ridiculous 
adventures of Captain Spaceington 
and his crew aboard the intrepid 
starship, the Star Cat!

THE PIRATES OF PANGAEA
BOOK 1
Daniel Hartwell and Neill Cameron
(PB) £9.99 
Pirates riding dinosaurs in this 
exceptional swashbuckling story, as 
Sophie tries to find her way home!
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THE MYSTERY OF THE 
CROOKED IMP
Conrad Mason and David Wyatt
 (PB) £7.99
Swashbuckling comic book, full of 
pure fantasy adventure!

TROY TRAILBLAZER AND  
THE HORDE QUEEN 
Robert Deas
 (PB) £7.99 
Indiana Jones meets Star Wars in 
a science fiction story with all the 
appeal of the very best children's 
cartoons!

EVIL EMPEROR PENGUIN 
Laura Ellen Anderson
(PB) £8.99
Who knew evil could be this 
lovable? Evil Emperor Penguin has 
one wish... to take over the world!

TAMSIN AND THE DEEP 
Neill Cameron and Kate Brown
(PB) £9.99 
A thrilling adventure comic book 
– Tamsin must overcome a family 
curse to save her brother’s life!

THE DFB STOCKLIST

GOOD DOG BAD DOG: 
DOUBLE IDENTITY
Dave Shelton
(PB) £8.99
A hilarious noir detective romp.  
Full of slapstick visual gags and 
great wordplay!

MEGA ROBO BROS 
Neill Cameron
(PB) £9.99 
Alex and Freddy are just like any 
normal brothers. There’s only one 
difference . . . they’re the most 
powerful robots on earth!

CLOSE TO THE WIND
Jon Walter
(HB) £10.99 (PB) £6.99
A suspenseful and very topical novel. 
Amazing reviews and long-listed for 
the Carnegie medal. 
US and German rights sold.

MY NAME’S NOT FRIDAY
Jon Walter
(HB) £12.99(PB) £7.99
An epic tale of the American Civil 
War from the perspective of an 
educated black orphan boy sold 
into slavery. 
US and German rights sold.

SHADOW OF THE WOLF
Tim Hall
(HB) £10.99 (PB) £7.99
A stunning reimagining of the 
Robin Hood story.

CHILDREN
,
S & 

YA FICTION STOCK LIST

JESSICA’S GHOST
Andrew Norriss
(HB) £10.99 (PB) £7.99
A poignant novel that examines 
what it is to feel really alone and 
how friends help us cope with life 
when all seems lost. US, German, 
Italian, Basque and Portuguese 
rights sold.

THE ART OF BEING NORMAL
Lisa Williamson
(HB) £10.99 (PB) £6.99
Levithan meets Smale - this 
unputdownable, warm, moving 
novel celebrates being different in 
all its colourful forms. Rights with 
Felicity Bryan Literary Agency.

THE NEST
Kenneth Oppel
(HB) £10.99 
An eerie masterpiece that explores 
disability and diversity, fears and 
dreams and what ultimately makes 
a family. Illustrated by Jon Klassen. 
Rights with Dorrie Simmonds.
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UNBECOMING
Jenny Downham
(HB) £14.99 (TPB) £10.99 (PB) £7.99
A novel about three generations of 
women. The story of what it is to 
be a daughter, and what it is to be a 
mother; what it is to love, to lose, to 
live from million-copy-selling author of 
Before I Die. Rights with Felicity Bryan 
Literary Agency.

THE HERO’S TOMB 
TALES OF FAYT 3
Conrad Mason
(HB) £12.99 (PB) £7.99
An accessible rip-roaring adventure 
series full of pirates, magical 
creatures and unlikely heroes. 
Fantasy at its best. US rights sold. 
Translation rights with Lutyens & 
Rubinstein.
 

THE ICARUS SHOW
Sally Christie 
(HB) £10.99
An insightful and poignant tale that 
deals with bullying, friendship and 
loneliness. A simple and engaging 
story that will touch your heart 
and make you cry! US and German 
rights sold.

LIQUIDATOR
Andy Mulligan
(HB) £12.99 (TPB) £12.99(PB) £7.99
Six kids and a product worth billions. 
A desperate race against time to save 
a life and reveal a hideous conspiracy. 
By prize winning author of Trash, 
Andy Mulligan. US rights with DFB. 
Translation rights with Jane Turnbull.

WILD LILY
K. M. Peyton
(HB) £10.99
Born into poverty in the 1920s Lily 
befriends and falls in love with the 
young lord of the manor and wildly 
follows him into the skies. From 
the bestselling author of Flambards. 
US rights sold.

BLACK ARTS
Andrew Prentice  
and Jonathan Weil
(PB) £7.99

DEVIL’S BLOOD
Andrew Prentice  
and Jonathan Weil
(PB) £7.99

THE MURDSTONE TRILOGY
Mal Peet
(HB) £14.99 (PB) £7.99
A completely hilarious and deeply 
moving satire of the fantasy genre. 
US, Portuguese and German rights 
sold.

The Books of Pandemonium. 
Fantastical horror-filled, 
time-travelling adventure 
stories. Prentice & Weil 
brilliantly blend action, 
adventure, magic and horror 
with humour.

Image from Tiny Little Rocket written by David Fickling and illustrated by Richard Collingridge
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